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NEW MEMBERS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Three new members of the Executive Committee 
were elected by the Trustees at the Annual Meeting 
held last April. They are the Reverends Howard W. 
McFall, Jr., Henry W. Heaps, and Charles Wilcock, Jr. 


Mr. McFall is pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Arlington, 
New Jersey. He was appointed a 
member of the Council Board by 
the Synod President to fill the va 
when the Rev. 
George Cox resigned following his 


cancy created 


call to a Church in Connecticut. 
Prior to his pastorate in Arlington, 
Mr. McFall 
Memorial Church in West Orange, 


served the Paterson 


Mr. McFall 


New Jersey. 


Mr. Heaps first became a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees in 
1959. He was named as one of the 
seven clergymen to represent the 
Synod of New Jersey following that 
body’s recognition of the Temper 
ance League as an agency of the 
Presbyterian and other Protestant 
Churches in New Jersey. He is the 
minister of First Church, Dunellen. 
Mr. Heaps previously was pastor of 
the historic Kingston Church. 


Mr.Wilcocl. is a member of .the 
New Jersey Methodist Conference 
and pastor of the Milltown Church. 
His prior appointment was the 
Emanuel Church, Penns Grove. He 
is serving his first term as a Trus 


Mr. Wilcock tee-at-large on the C.A.P. Board. 


We are confident that these three young men will 
contribute their share of ideas and enthusiasm to the 
increasingly successful work of the New Jersey C.A.P. 


oO 
0 





Even though the auto has replaced the horse, it’s 
still a good idea for the driver to stay on the wagon. 
Eart WILson 





PRESBYTERIANS REAFFIRM 
ENCOURAGEMENT OF ABSTINENCE 


Newspaper reports to the contrary, the United Pres- 
byterian General Assembly meeting in Buffalo the latter 
part of May reemphasized the Church's stand in en- 
couraging the practice of voluntary abstinence. 

The Rev. Clifford Earle, Secretary, Office of 
Church and Society, explained “The newspaper atten- 
tion to the alcohol statement was somewhat unfortunate 
and gave a lot of people what I believe to be an entirely 
wrong impression of the action.” 

The report in its entirety is provided to allay the 
fears of those who may have been given the impression 


that the Assembly had approved of moderate drinking. 


Tue CHurRCH AND THE PROBLEMS OF ALCOHOL 
Adopted by the 173rd General Assembly 
Buffalo, N. Y., May 24, 1961 


The use of alcoholic beverages in our country is 
widespread and _ pervasive. 

We are convinced that the enormity of the problems 
of alcohol and their growing complexity challenge the 
churches seriously to study and rethink their proper ob- 
ligations concerning the moral and ethical aspects of 
the use of alcoholic beverages and commends to the 
churches the following considerations. 


(Continued on Page 3) 





IN APPRECIATION 


In a special letter to all who have contributed 
to our work since January, 1960, we asked for 
some indication of approval of our change in 
name and the location of our office. The response 
was most gratifying. The kind assurances, the 
promises of continued remembrance in prayer, the 
several suggestions for further changes and the 
many special gifts to help with the expenses in- 
curred in moving, all were a source of encourage- 
ment. 

To all our friends . . 
sincerely. 

Please continue to ask the Lord’s blessing 
upon the work of the Council on Alcohol Prob- 
lems. 


. THANK YOU most 
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EDITORIAL 
UNDER GOD 


The New Jersey Council on Alcohol Problems is 
not a secular organization. It is an agency of the Churc h 
managed by a Board of Trustees, the members of which 
have been elected or appointed 
by the 
The 


churches and 


various denominations. 


work is supported — by 
individuals con 
cerned about problems relating 
That 


prompted by an awareness of the 


to alcohol. concern _ is 





Christian’s responsibility for the 
welfare of others, as a testimony 
of love and as a witness of rightousness. 

Of recent years a number of groups have expressed 
their desire to deal with some particular phase of the 
alcohol problem. 

One organization interested in highway safety em 
phatically proclaims “If you drink, don’t drive” but they 
hasten to remind the brewers who contribute to their 
campaign that they do not oppose drinking per se, only 
the mixing of alcohol and gasoline. 

The President of the Pennsylvania Tavern Associa- 
tion recently announced that organization would pro- 
vide financial support for research and the treatment of 
alcoholics. It is rather obvious these saloon keepers are 
not moved by any humanitarian interest. Their an- 
nouncement stated “We think alcoholic beverages are 
only a crutch for the alcoholic, and if they were not 
available he would turn to other means of satisfying the 
craving generated by the disease.” Apparently they hope 
to create the impression that alcohol has nothing to do 
with alcoholism and that as sellers of alcoholic beverages 
they are not contributing to the prevalence of alcoholism. 

A third company of persons concerned with alcohol 
problems is the Philadelphia Committee on Alcoholism, 
presumably associated with similar groups in other areas. 
Their announced interest is “Cold, Hard Cash” and, 
they emphasize, they are “not starry-eyed reformers.” 





Appealing to business men for financial help the group 
claims an alcoholic employee costs a businessman money, 
whether he be kept on the job or fired. A spokesman 
told business executives the committee “stands ready to 
help you and your company — to institute a program of 
early detection and rehabilitation.” 

All of could 
cite are concerned about alcohol problems but for reasons 
that are peculiar to their own interests. 

As a church agency the Council on Alcohol Prob 
lems does not stand to profit in any selfish way as it 


presents it’s program that stresses love and understand 


these groups and others which we 


ing. We use every fact available in emphasizing our con 
tention that abstinence is the only wise course in dealing 
with alcoholic beverages. We will cite highway fatalities, 
the menace to health, the economic waste and other 
arguments, but as Christians, our primary motive is to 
save God's children from the sin, suffering, heartaches 
and eternal condemnation that awaits so many that vield 
to drink’s seductive 


charm. If the Council 


“Under God”, an agency of the Church, it 


were not 
would not 
be worthy of the loyalty and confidence of those sincere 
Christian folk whose faith compels them to acknowledge 
“No man liveth unto himself alone.” 


o——-—- 


MAYOR AND PASTOR DEBATE 


Do saloons cause slums? 

That was debated by the Rev. Monroe 
Drew, pastor of the Fourth Presbyterian Church and 
Trenton’s Mayor Arthur Holland. The verbal duel was 
held in the Chamber of the City Commission and was 
broadcast over WTTM, Thursday evening, June 1. 

Mr. Drew who took the affirmative side of the ques 
tion declared that “saloons and slums, like rain and mud, 
go together.” 


questi mn 


The debate was prompted by the clergyman’s ob 
jecting to the relocation in other parts of the city of the 
14 taverns originally in the area being razed for re 
development projects. Mr. Drew charged that new slum 
areas would be created by allowing a concentration of 
liquor dispenseries in any one section. The Mayor denied 
that there was any relationship between the two and the 
debate resulted. 

His Honor’s principal contention was that respon- 
sibility for slums must be shared by inadequate tenants 
and profiteering landlords. He claimed that all of 
Trenton would be one huge slum if saloons were re 
sponsible for blighted areas. 

Mr. Drew countered with a report of a study cover 
ing an area in Baltimore where in spite of a successful 
effort by residents and property owners to clean-up and 
fix-up, the section reverted to its former squalor in a 
short time. He charged this was so because the clean-up 
campaign did not include cleaning out the saloons. 

The approximately 150 persons who crowded into 
the chamber used the second hour of the broadcast to 
ask questions of the two contestants. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


VICTIMS OF ALCOHOLISM AND 
EXCESSIVE DRINKING 


INTRODUCTION 


In introducing the following recommendation we 
wish to emphasize (1): that alcoholism is an illness in- 
volving the whole person and his family, (2) that ex- 
cessive drinking has wide sociai consequences, and (3) 
that the victims of alcoholism and of the excessive use 
of alcohol need the full ministry of the church. 


A RECOMMENDATION 


That the 173rd General Assembly 

Declares its deep concern for alcoholics and exces 
sive drinkers and for their families, and for all who are 
hurt by the use of alcoholic beverages; 

Calls attention to the training available to those 
ministering to the victims of alcoholism, asserting as an 
important aspect of the pastoral ministry of the church 
all appropriate attempts to help alcoholics in their illness, 
and to assist their families in their tragedy; 

Encourages the use of clinics and other facilities 
when competently conducted for diagnosis, referral and 
treatmen* of alcoholics during their illness, convalescence 
and subsequent activity; 

Urges support for all organizations working effec- 


tively to assist alcoholics to recover. 
SOCIAL CONTROL 
INTRODUCTION 


In introducing the following recommendation we 
wish to emphasize (1) that the modern use of alcoholic 
beverages is not a simple, uncomplicated matter of the 
moral judgment of completely free individuals, (2) that 
drinking is too deeply rooted in the customs of western 
society to be changed easily or simply by legal means, 
(3) that the phenomenon of drinking is related to man’s 
inescapable anxieties, and (4) that significant remedial 
action must be directed to the social and cultural en- 
vironment in which man lives. 


A RECOMMENDATION 


That the 173rd General Assembly 

Commends all efforts to make alcoholic beverages 
less attractive as a symbol or as a means of personal and 
social integration and adjustment; 

Urges the study and support of legislation which 
will enable society to protect itself against the dangers 
arising from the irresponsible use of alcoholic beverages; 

Calls upon the churches to examine critically their 
effectiveness in providing the sustaining power of Chris- 
tian fellowship for those who seek freedom from the 
powerful forces which foster the use of alcoholic 


beverages. 





COMMUNITY ACTION 
INTRODUCTION 


In introducing the following recommendation we 
wish to emphasize (1) that there is a multiplicity of 
groups dealing with particular problems of alcohol but 
with little or no co-ordination about their work, ard 
(2) that the complexity and interrelatedness of the prob- 
lems of alcohol demand the integration of efforts on a 
broad level. 

A RECOMMENDATION 
That the 173rd General Assembly 

Urges the church at all levels to make known its 
concern with the problems of alcohol and to work active- 
ly with groups and individuals regularly and responsibly 
involved in meeting some of these problems, and to seek 
the co-operation of all concerned persons in developing 
concerted community efforts. 


INDIVIDUAL PRACTICES 
INTRODUCTION 


In introducing the following recommendation we 
wish to emphasize (1) that the use of alcoholic bever- 
ages, particularly in our highly interdependent society is 
far more than an individual problem (2) that the use 
of alcoholic beverages in some situations is an invitation 
to disaster, (3) that drinking in any situation may have 
unexpected and unintended results, (4) that the practice 
of abstinence is imperative under certain conditions and 
to be encouraged in any situation (5) that all drinking 
must be evaluated not in terms of one’s right to drink 
or not to drink, but in the light of Christian responsibilty 
for our fellow man in society, and (6) that God confers 
upon each of us together with freedom, the obligation 
to make responsible moral chvices. 


A RECOMMENDATION 


That the 173rd General Assembly 

Encourages the practice of voluntary abstinence; 

Recognizes that there are many persons in our 
churches who in honesty and sincerity choose to drink 
moderately, and urges those who so drink and those who 
abstain to respect each other and constructively work 
together in dealing with the problems of alcohol; 

Unequivocally condemns immoderate drinking as 
an irresponsible act. 


(Note: We respectfully call attention to the recom- 
mendation under COMMUNITY ACTION. Is your 
church working with the Council on Alcohol Problems?) 


Don’t, if you can avoid it, give a cocktail party. 

I don’t like drinking marathons. People are not 
really gay when drunk, they have no imagination when 
drunk, they have no conversation when drunk. That's 
why you'll never catch me at a cocktail party. 


Ersa MAXweELL 
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SEPTEMBER 1960 TO JUNE ‘61 
SCHOOL YEAR BEST YET 


The High School educational program of C.A.P., 
for the school year ending June, 1961 was the most 
successful since the introduction of the class room lec- 
ture “Ethyl Is Not A Lady.” 

Mr. Smith and Mr. Lewis visited 52 schools, stay- 
ing from one to five days, depending on the size of the 
school. They lectured to Health, Physical Education and 
Driver Training Classes. In some schools there were as 
many as eight classes each day. The length of time spent 
with each class varied from 42 to 90 minutes. 

After the lectures students were invited to share 
in a discussion session during which the questions asked 
might require a simple “yes” or “no” answer or a lengthy 
reply involving counseling because of a personal problem. 

The total number of students contacted in the 344 
classes to which the lecture was presented was 34,720. 

Teachers and principals have been lavish in their 
praise of the program. 

After each session the Council’s attractive book- 
marks are distributed. These provide correct answers to 
seven myths frequently accepted by those who lack an 
understanding of the true nature of alcohol. One prin 
cipal hesitated to allow the distribution of the book- 
marks, explaining the students would throw them on the 
floor making extra work for the ‘custodians. The next 
day he instructed the lecturer, “give out the book-marks, 
of the over 200 you distributed yesterday, only one was 


found discarded.” 


Schools visited during the year ending June 1961: 


Newark Arts 
Newark East Side 
Newark South Side 
Newark West Side 
New Brunswick 


Allentown 

Atlantic City 

Audubon 

Bridgewater 

Cranford 

Delaware Valley Regional 
Deptford Township 


Newton 


North Arlington 


Dumont 

Edgewood Regional 
Elizabeth Battin 
Ewing Township 
Franklin 

Hackensack 
Hackettstown 

Haddon Heights 
Hamilton Twp. West 
Highland Park 

Jersey City Dickinson 
Kearney 

Levittown 

Livingston 

Lodi 

Manasquan 
Merchantville 
Metuchen 

Middle Township 


Oak Ridge 

Palmyra 

Paramus 

Passaic 

Perth Amboy 
Pleasantville 
Ramapo Regional 
Ridgewood 
Riverdale 

Roxbury 

Rutherford 

Saddle Brook 
Sparta 

Sussex 

Union City 
Watchung Regional 
West Morris Regional 
West Orange 
Woodridge 





MIGRATORY WORKERS 


“The migrant’'s children suffer because of 
father's drinking.” 

In many areas of the Garden State seasonal workers 
are busy harvesting crops that include produce ranging 
from asparagus to sweet potatoes. 

Some of the pickers are recruited in nearby metro- 
politan areas while others come from as far away as 
Porto Rico. One nemesis, however, seems to plague all 
groups. 

The cause of headaches and hangovers, fights and 
brawls and other violence of every kind is the released 
inhibitions triggered by beverage alcohol. After a long 
day in the hot sun, a day of physical discomfort and 
suppressed resentments, a visit to the nearest gin mill 
where the worker can command respect as long as his 
money lasts, provides an appeal that few can resist. 

Said one farmer, “I hate to pay the men, not that 
they have not earned their money, but because I know 
that in just a few hours the saloon up the road will have 
most of it and the workers will come to me to borrow 
money till next pay time.” 

The Rev. Reinhardt VanDyke, Presbyterian Pastor 
at Clayton, is also in charge of the New Jersey Council 
of Churches ministry among the migratory workers. He 
told this reporter of a successful program that provides 
a practical substitute for the drinking sprees. The clergy- 
man explained that when a planned program of whole 
some recreation is provided under responsible supervision 
the drinking problem is practically nil. He cited the 
contrast between one camp where the Council repre- 
sentatives were able to substitute planned play for elbow 
bending as compared with another beer can, wine bottle 
strewn camp. In the latter the farmer could not be 
certain of a day's work for a day’s pay but the local 
authorities could be sure of calls and complaints. 

Churches in areas where migratory workers are em- 
ployed could render a real service for all concerned by 
providing leadership in an effort to encourage interest 
in sports and social activities as a substitute for that 
which the Taverns offer. A responsibly managed check 
cashing plan would also provide a needed service that 
the package stores are only too glad to supply. All too 
often, the liquor dealer will, in addition to cashing the 
check, retain at least a portion of the workers pay in 
exchange for a bottle of liquor. 





